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Euthanasia
rates have
decreased,
but there’s
still room for
improvement.

BY BERNADETTE
KAZMARSKI

Ongoing Battle

am on the e-mail list for the Western

Pennsylvania Human Society in Pitts-
burgh, an “open-door” shelter that accepts
any cat, dog and even certain exotic pets

brought to its door. Typically, these
e-mails include news about
upcoming events and charm-
ing photos of cats, dogs
and bunnies up for
adoption; they're an
excellent way for the
shelter to keep in
touch with donors
and adopters. But
the one [ received
on August 15,
2007, was instead
a distress call.

"During the first 14
days of August, we have had
807 animals come through our
doors, which averages 57.6 ani-
mals per day surrendered,” wrote
Gretchen Fieser, director of public and busi-
ness relationships at the shelter, in the e-mail.
“[By the end of the month] the Western Pennsyl-
vania Humane Society’s two facilities have
received 1,590 animals (1,131 cats, 388 dogs and
71 exotic pets) ... averaging 53 animals per day
brought to our shelters for care and possible
adoption,” wrote Lee Nesler, the shelter’s execu-
tive director, in the fall newsletter.

Even with auxiliary shelters and an extensive
foster home list, the WPHS simply couldn’t
house that many animals at one time. In the
past, if animals weren't adopted fast enough to
open up cage space so more animals could be
admitted, the next solution, for open-door shel-
ters, would have been selective euthanasia or, for
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no-kill
shelters,

to simply
close the door

until enough animals

were adopted. Like most open-
door shelters during the height of animal admis-
sions, the WPHS found it had to euthanize a few
animals that August. But also like most shelters
today, the numbers were far smaller than they had
been in the past.

New Hope

That was when shelters used to wait for people
to knock on the door. Not so anymore. Now,
you'll find animals for adoption in neatly every
pet supply store, at the mall, at sporting and other
public events, and especially on the Internet.

“Partnerships are what really help us keep our
adoption rates up,” says Stephanie Sikorski,




Sumane educator for the Tallahassee-Leon Com-
munity Animal Service Center, an open-door
umnicipal shelter serving the city of Tallahassee and
surrounding Leon County, in Florida, The shelter
ook in 10,652 animals in 2007. Along with satel-
“ite adoption booths in four public spaces in town,
the Animal Service Center also has partnerships
wwith other shelters and the veterinary community.
“IWe've seen our euthanasia numbers decrease each
wear since 2004, from the national average of 60
percent to 40 percent in 2006,” Sikorski says.

Deb Campbell, volunteer and outreach coor-
dinator for San Francisco Animal Care and Con-
ol (ACC), outlined the same efforts. An open-
door municipal shelter, the ACC has had a written
parinership with the privately-funded San Fran-
cisco SPCA since 1994, guaranteeing a place at the
SPCA for adoptable animals or those needing care
orior to adoption. Out of 12,000 to 15,000 ani-
mals arriving each year, the shelter’s “save rate” is

82 percent, Campbell says. “Breed rescue groups
really save us, t0o,” she says, describing an addi-
tional half dozen smaller programs targeted at spe-
cific animal needs, such as “an incredibly active kit-
ten fostering program that saves about 800 kittens a
year that would otherwise have been euthanized.”
Unlike the big-city open-door shelters, the

Paragould Animal Welfare Society (PAW.S.) in -

Paragould, Ark, has few options for outreach but
has found successful outlets. Founded in 1998,
PAW.S. now occupies a well-located building,

and its intake in 2007 was around 4,000, "Our

average adoption figure is between 60 and 65

animals per month, and that's in a community of -

only 22,000 people,” says Laura Wood, president
of the board of directors — a community, she
adds, where animal control doesn't serve cats,
only dogs. “We use Petfinder, we have adoption
boards in WalMart and the local library, and we
run a Pet of the Week in the local paper every

When animals aren't
adopied fast enough to
keep up with demand,
overcrowded shelters
often must euthanize or
shut their doors to
NEeWComers.
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